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Synopsis

A Newbery Honor Book author has written a powerful and gripping novel about a youth in Nazi
Germany who tells the truth about HitlerBartoletti has taken one episode from her Newbery Honor
Book, HITLER YOUTH, and fleshed it out into thought-provoking novel. When 16-year-old Helmut
Hubner listens to the BBC news on an illegal short-wave radio, he quickly discovers Germany is
lying to the people. But when he tries to expose the truth with leaflets, he’s tried for treason.
Sentenced to death and waiting in a jail cell, Helmut's story emerges in a series of flashbacks that
show his growth from a naive child caught up in the patriotism of the times , to a sensitive and

mature young man who thinks for himself.
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Customer Reviews

| couldn’t put this book down once | started it. The incredible courage Helmuth had -- as a
teenager!-- to do what he could against the Nazis during WWII in Germany was staggering. And
since its a historical novel based so carefully on Helmuth HA bener’s real life, it gave me lots to
think about. Would | be this brave in this kind of situation? Honestly, | really don’t think so. What
makes a hero? What freedoms do | take for granted? How can people be so cruel to one another?|

LOVED this book and everything it made me think and feel.



The Boy Who Dared Susan Campbel Helmuth stands ready. Quietly, with dignity and courage, he
looks up at the guillotine. He knows he did the right thing. The Boy who dared takes place in
Germany during World War Two right when Hitler comes in power. Helmuth, the main character
breaks the law and listens to the British radio, his loyalty and thinking changes for the worse of his
countryman. | guaranty that you have never read a book like this. This book amazed and shocked
me till the end. The plot was very well planed and the flow of the book was amazing. | acutely felt
like | was in the book living the life ofHelmuths life. It was wonderfully written and well thought of. |
recommend this book to any one who doesn’t mined a slow beginning and loves history. Every time
| had to put down this book | couldn’t stop thinking about it. The only thing | hate knowing fact that
this was a true story and that he was a real who thought he could change history. So, my final

review, two thumbs up. - Erik o.

Amazing! | could not put this book down. What a brave teenager. If you are one of many people who
ask themselves, "Why did so many Germans just stand by and let the Nazis commit atrocities?", this
book is for you. You can see through the eyes of those who were deceived, those who were
silenced by fear, and those who dared to oppose the Nazis and paid the price. It is an exciting,
shocking, heart-wrenching story. And it’s true! These were real people and real experiences. Wow.
If you want to teach your children about courage, compassion, facing adversity with dignity, and
gratitude for their freedom and prosperity, share this book with them. Helmuth and his friends are an

inspiration.

As Helmuth sits in his prison cell awaiting a death sentence, he recounts his life as it leads up to his
rebellious choices.In Helmuth’s world you can’t say bad stuff about the government, you can’t write
or read things criticizing the government, freedom of speach is gone, and the Gestpo [police]
constantly bully people into bending to their will. What will? The will of the Nazis. Helmuth lives in
Germany during Hitler's rule in the 1930s-1940s, and he is not happy about it either. Everything
Hilter does is supposedly "good" for the Fatherland. But does that seriously include killing Jews,
imprisoning/murdering fellow Germans, filling minds of false "honor" and "duty" to their country, and
trying to control half the world?Helmuth sees lies and he wants others to see the truth-but will it all
be worth it in the end?The Boy Who Dared pries deep into Nazi Germany where so many believe in
"protecting” Germany from Communism, Jews, etc.; yet there are some-like sixteen year old

Helmuth Hubener-that see past the lies of Hitler. This book is based on the true story of Helmuth’s



life and how he sought to uncover the truth.There always has been corrupt governments and
dictators and their will always be. After The Great War (or WWI) Germany was in great need of a
leader. Hitler’s patriotic and promising words of "hope" made him leader, but Germany (and the rest
of the world) paid for it. With his twisted ways and corrupt thinking, the world will forever remember
ONE of the cruelest leaders, Adolf Hitler; will the world forget to spot another "Hitler" and his corrupt
government? This is what this book told me. What will it tell you?Age Group: YA, ages 13+ Genre:

Historical (WWII)Content: Graphic reality and mild violenceRecommend? Yes

| really enjoy reading stories based on true life experiences. Though the end is evident from the
beginning, you are taken through the life and challenges of a young German youth who wants to
know and share the truth about how the Nazi’s are misleading and beguiling the German people as
to what is actually happening in WWII. This teenager refuses to succumb to the lies about the
Jewish people and to the required behavior of the "Nazi Youth" of which he is required to become a
member. He values his immediate family and his true friends. Knowing his own inevitable fate he
does everything he can to save his two dear friends...who later help to tell his story. It is an excellent
story to teach todays youth to think for themselves and cherish in their heart and their life what they
know to be good and true and right. Not to be beguiled by the gang mentality and see that no matter

what, to stand for righteousness.

good story type of narrative more than a documentary. We knew one of the guys involved
personally; he just died a few years ago, so got this book. We already had a DVD and three other

books on this subject. The world need more who do what is right and let the consequences follow.
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